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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Applicant's election without traverse of group 1, claims 1-16 in the reply filed on 7/5/05 
is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Knee et al. 
(Patent No. US 5,994,710) in view of Nishikawa et al. Patent No. US 5,579,148). 

Regarding claim 1, referring to Figs. 2C and 3, Knee teaches a system, comprising: 
a computing device (i.e., computer) including a display and a processor (not shown, col. 
3, lines 27-27, col. 12, line 59); 

an input device (i.e., scanning mouse 28) communicatively linked to the computing 
device to operate as both a pointing device and a scanning device, the input device being 
configured to generate an input to the processor and the processor being configured to translate 
the input for rendering on the display (col. 10, lines 53-55, col. 13, lines 18-20), the input device 
comprising: 

a first scanning optical system (29) when scanning an image with the input device in a 
first direction relative to a document page; and 
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a second scanning optical system (30) when scanning the image with the input device in a 
second direction relative to the document page, the second direction being different than the first 
direction (col. 11, lines 17-29). 

Knee differs from claim 1 in that he does not specifically teach a first user-selectable 
switch configured to activate the first scanning system and a second user-selectable switch 
configured to activate the second scanning system. However, referring to Figs. 7 A and 7B, 
Nishikawa teaches pressing a switch (72) to activate the optical information reader (71) scans in 
the horizontal direction and pressing a switch (73) to activate the optical information reader (71) 
scans in the vertical direction (col. 8, line 63 to col. 9, line 7). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the 
switches as taught by Nishikawa in the system of Knee in order to offer user convenience when 
scan the image in any direction. 

Regarding claims 2 and 9, Knee teaches the pointing device comprises a wireless mouse 
(col. 10, line 53). 

Regarding claims 3 and 10, Knee teaches the pointing device comprises an optical mouse 
(col. 5, lines 55-65). 

Regarding claim 4, Knee teaches an optical sensor (20, 21, Fig. 2C) to sense a direction 
of movement of the input device, and wherein the optical sensor is configured to be activated 
when the optical sensor senses a movement of the input device (col. 6, lines 1 1-45). 

Regarding claims 5 and 16, Knee teaches a first optical sensor (32) to sense a first 
direction of movement of the input device and a second optical sensor (33) to sense a second 
direction of movement of the input device, and wherein at least one of the first and second 
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optical sensors are configured to be activated when a movement of the input device is sensed 
(Fig. 3, col. 11, line 55 to col. 12, line 22). 

Regarding claim 6, referring to Figs. 2C and 3, Knee further teaches 

a housing (Fig. 2C); 

a pointing component supported by the housing and configured to emulate a computer 
keyboard input to a computer (col. 10, lines 53-55, col. 13, lines 18-20); 

Regarding claim 7, Knee teaches an optical sensor (32, 33) (Fig. 3) and a digital signal 
processor (44) coupled to the optical sensor, the pointing component configured to sense a 
direction of movement of the computer mouse (col. 1 1, lines 55-57, col. 12, lines 34-60). 

Regarding claim 8, Knee teaches a memory component (46) mounted in the housing to 
store an image captured with the scanning component (col. 12, lines 34-60). 

Regarding claim 1 1, Knee teaches a function switch (54) (Fig. 3) supported by the 
housing, the switch configured to toggle between a first position to activate the pointing 
component and a second position to activate the scanning component (col. 13, lines 18-20). 

Regarding claim 12, Knee teaches multi-functional switches (i.e., a three button mouse) 
supported by the housing; the switches being operably associated with the pointing component 
when the function switch is toggled to the first position; and the switches being operably 
associated with the scanning component when the function switch is toggled to the second 
position (col. 3, lines 18-63). 

Regarding claim 13, Knee teaches the computer mouse is configured to activate scanning 
software in a computing device when the second position of the function switch is selected to 
activate the scanning component (col. 11, lines 30-47). 
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Regarding claims 14 and 15, Knee teaches an infrared, ultraviolet transmitter mounted in 
the housing to communicatively link the computer mouse with a computing device (col. 10, lines 
53-55). 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered to pertinent applicant's 
disclosure. 

Hannigan (Patent No. US 6,513,717) teaches integrated cursor control and scanner 

device. 

Norskog (Patent No. US 6,585,158) teaches combined pointing device and bar code 
scanner. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jennifer T. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-7696. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri: 9:00am-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick N. Edouard can be reached on 571-272-7603. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
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system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Jennifer Nguyen 



9/9/05 
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